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Lowell Lake State Park Master Planning Update 
April 24, 2019 

Springfield – Master Planning work is progressing at Lowell Lake State Park in Londonderry.   
 
Lowell Lake State Park was established in 1977 when the former Lowell Lake Lodge property was acquired by 
the State for access to Lowell Lake. Additional property (the White parcel) was acquired in 1996 with the 
assistance of the Vermont Land Trust after a private home development on the western shore of the lake received 
Act 250 permitting but failed to be constructed. Following this acquisition, a two-year long-range planning 
process was undertaken to complete a General Management Plan, which was adopted in 1999 and included 14 
public meetings. Lowell Lake State Park presently encompasses 356 acres and provides opportunities for fishing, 
picnicking, hiking, swimming and nature observation.  Master Planning is underway now to investigate options to 
make improvements for visitor safety, visitor experience, resource protection, and to explore alternatives for 
reutilization of cabins that came with the 1996 acquisition. 
 
In the last three weeks, recently received draft planning work has been presented and reviewed by the ANR 
Springfield District Stewardship Team, regulatory experts from the Department of Environmental Conservation, 
the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation and the Vermont Land Trust (VLT).   Reviews of recent planning 
work include:   

• Wildlife habitat 
• Fisheries resources 
• Watershed management 
• Lakes and Ponds permitting 
• Act 250 
• Wetlands 
• Historic Preservation 
• VLT easement compliance. 

These reviews are in addition to already completed assessment work on natural resources, historic preservation, 
structural integrity of existing buildings and regulatory compliance with environmental permitting laws. 
 
Planning work is focusing around reconfiguring parking and traffic circulation to move roads and parking farther 
away from Lowell Lake, adding green stormwater infrastructure, improving accessibility with ADA-compliant 
pervious trails, revegetating portions of shoreline, focusing water access to specific areas and adding composting 
toilet facilities.   Draft plans for potential reuse of existing overnight cabins with a net decrease in the number of 
buildings and occupancy have also been presented and reviewed by the Stewardship Team.  The reviews 
conducted so far demonstrate these concepts could be permittable under existing environmental 
regulations.  Potential re-use of existing structures for recreation is within the limitations of the 

http://fpr.vermont.gov/
mailto:ethan.phelps@vermont.gov
http://www.vtstateparks.com/


 

 
                                             

conservation easement held on a portion of the property by VLT.   It has been determined that the scope of any 
potential changes under consideration would not fall under Act 250 jurisdiction due to the limited impact of the 
footprint. 
 
Meetings and conversations with town officials have also taken place about the applicability of town zoning 
ordinances, which the Town is researching; town roads and traffic; and work at the Lowell Lake Cemetery and 
access to it.  A meeting has taken place with the Student Conservation Association about partnering for potential 
future ecological restoration work.   
 
Additional ongoing review and analyses includes a market analysis for overnight use, an archaeologic resource 
assessment, and presentation to the Historic Resources Advisory Council for determination of eligibility as a 
historic district to the State Register of Historic Sites.  If eligible, a nomination for inclusion to the Registry will 
follow.   
 
The information collected during these reviews and analyses are to help fine-tune draft planning and the 
development of several Concept Plans that will be presented at a public open house in the early summer and 
in an interactive online format.   Final decisions on which concepts to include in a final master plan will be 
made after a lengthy public feedback period.   
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