town and country blkeway

six loops of the lake champlain bikeways
network in chittenden county, vermont
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chittenden county

Located on the east shore of Lake Champlain and less than
an hours drive south of the Canadian border, Chittenden
County is the major commercial hub of the State of Vermont.
Centered around Burlington, the states largest city, the county
provides a complete package of facilities and attractions

that make it a wonderful place to live or visit. The Burlington
Bike Path is nationally known as a wonderful way to enjoy

the lake front and it is only a small part of the regional bike
path network.

Frequently overlooked is the vast area of the county that
remains lovely farmland with classic Vermont scenery just
waiting to be explored. This brochure provides suggestions for
this kind of exploration throughout the county as a unique trip
within the many environments of Burlington itself.

Burlington Waterfront/Skye Chalmers
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little country hills - 19.1 miles ‘

moderate

mile

0.0 O Start: Shelburne Green across from
Shelburne Country Store.

0.0 South on Falls Rd.

0.7 Continue straight onto Mt. Philo Rd. at 4 way
STOP signs.

4.5 L on Charlotte-Hinesburg Rd. to Hinesburg at red
blinking light.

10.5 L on Route 116 (food).

1.4 L on Shelburne-Hinesburg Rd at traffic light.

15.7 L on Irish Hill Rd. at 4 way STOP.

16.8 Straight at Spear St. and 4 way STOP and down
steep hill.

17.8 R on Falls Rd. at 4 way STOP.

19.1 Shelburne
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route description

The Shelburne Museum entrance is on Route 7 south of

the starting point at the top of the hill. It is best reached by
following the route and turning right at the 0.7 point and then
turning right on Route 7 at the traffic light. You may wish to
park there and visit the museum before or after your ride. You
may ride right past the cheese factory which is on the left of
route 116 in Hinesburg but it is there.

This ride contains many climbs but they are not long and the
downhills are real nice. From Shelburne village the route goes
quickly through suburban neighborhoods to country homes
and then into farm country before reaching Hinesburg. The
reverse occurs as you return to Shelburne.

A nice extension to this ride is to ride from the center of
Shelburne out to Shelburne Point past Shelburne Farms. Out
and back is 9.1 miles.

The Ticonderoga at Shelburne Museum, Shelburne/Andre Jenny



cycle the city - 10.6 miles

moderate - This route is signed.

mile

0.0

Start: Lake Champlain Ferry Dock (Local
Motion). North on Burlington Bike Path.
R at Leddy Park and leave parking lot at exit.
R on North Ave. use of sidewalk is advised.
Cross North Ave. and enter Ethan Allen Park
R at fork
Cross bridge and soon turn left to Ethan
Allen Homestead.
L and follow green posts with bicycle icon
through the intervale. The intervale section is
not paved and can be muddy in wet weather.
Be cautious on downhill section there is a VER
tight turn. Paved option starts here.® © & ®
Cross Riverside Ave.
Cross Pearl St.
At College St. turn L onto bike path through UVM
campus. Cross Main St. and stay on path. Return to
Prospect St. and look for Maple St. soon after.
R on Maple St.
L on Willard St.
R and down on Howard St.
R on Pine St.
L on Maple St.
R on Bike Path.
End of ride.
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paved option

At top of hill L on Manhatten Drive at St Louis S

R on Intervale Ave.

L on Archibald St.
Cross Pearl St. and follow directions at left.

Continue straight on bike path.
R on North Prospect St.

4.7
6.9
7.0
7.2
7.6
8.1




route description

The Cycle the City loop starts near the ferry dock on the
waterfront in downtown Burlington and a stop at Local Motion
is a great way to get additional maps or answers to any ques-
tions before the trip. The route quickly leaves the commercial
area as it heads north along ascending a small hill in Ethan
Allen Park the opportunity exists for a great view from the site
of the tower on the left side of the trail.

Next is down through the woods, you will think that you left
the City and onto the Intervale, a flood plain of the Winooski
River. Both paved and unpaved options exist at this
point prior to climbing to the University of Vermont campus
and the historic hill section of the City. Linger along the way to
appreciate the variety and history that Burlington has to offer
prior to the rapid descent back to the Lake.




covered bridges - 29.1 miles 8

moderate
mile Ouaker iy
0.0 O Start: Shelburne Village Square across from
Shelburne Country Store. Head south on Falls Rd.
14 L staying on Falls Rd.
19 R on Thomas Rd. immediately after crossing bridge.
2.9 Bear R on Spear St. e .
6.1 L on Prindle Rd. - the next 3 miles are well
maintained unpaved roads through lovely
countryside. Stay straight and arrive at the
Quinlan Bridge in 3 miles of paved road.
9.6 R on Roscoe Rd.
9.7 Sequin Bridge
10.8 R on Lewis Creek Rd.
12.2 L on Spear St. after Quinlan Bridge
143 L at Mt. Philo Rd. (Caution at next corner)
14.8 R on Old Hollow Rd.
15.1 Cross Route 7 (caution) - store.
16.2 R on Greenbush Rd.
20.3 L in Charlotte onto Ferry Rd. at Old Brick Store.
213 R on Lake St. following Champlain Bikeway signs.
23.1 Holmes Creek Bridge at Charlotte beach.
245 L on Greenbush Rd
28.0 Cross Route 7
28.4 L on Falls Rd
29.1 Shelburne. Q
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route description

This loop includes many additional experiences of great variety.
Just south of the start on Route 7 is the Shelburne Museum
where one can spend a day viewing its collection of Vermont
culture. It should be noted that only 3 bridges are on the exact
route shown above but 2 others are very close. The Cambridge
Bridge is a part of the Shelburne Museum on Route 7, within

2 blocks of the starting point. If you turn left at the 15.1 mile
point at Route 7, see dotted line, the Spade Farm Bridge can be
found in Ferrisburgh 1.5 miles south. Just south of Greenbush
Road is the Rokeby Museum on the left and on the right a
camel can sometimes be found in the pasture.

The unpaved Prindle Road leads to a whole different world
where it is hard to imagine that downtown Burlington is never
more than 15 miles away. The Sequin Bridge, the classic
Vermont covered bridge in that it is small, isolated and well
preserved, is the feature of the loop.

Sequin Bridge/Lou Bresee



mountain views - 38.4 miles »

challenging
mile T AN = & 17 L
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route description

Mount Mansfield is the dominate peak in the northern part

of Chittenden County and can be seen from many places. Its
appearance changes not only with the seasons but with the
time of day so each visit has the potential to be different. The
ride through Pleasant Valley is typical of the landscape that
exists near many of Vermont's mountains where lush farmland
exists just under majestic peaks.

In addition to the mountain views, this loop provides

an opportunity to visit several covered bridges in the
Jeffersonville-Cambridge area and appreciate the importance
of water power in the early days of each of the towns visited.
A visit to the Red Mill in Jericho is a good introduction as to
how these mills were constructed and functioned. It is also

a good place to be introduced to Snowflake Bently, the man
who demonstrated that no two snowflakes were alike.

First snow on Mount Mansfield/Andre Jenny



roads less traveled - 22.4 miles

challenging

mile

0.0 QO start: at Park and Ride Vs mile north of
intersection of Routes 7 and 2. South on
Route 7.

0.4 R on Route 2 - be careful of traffic entering/
leaving the Interstate.

0.9 R on Jasper Mine Rd.

12 R on Mayo Rd.

4.2 L on Bear Trap Rd. over the bridge.

4.6 R on Sanderson Rd. at top of hill.

7.7 R on Lake Rd. and cross over the Interstate.

9.2 Bear R onto Route 7.

10.0 L on Main St. in Milton toward Westford.

10.6 R on East Rd.

17.9 R on Route 2A in Colchester.

18.8 Bear R on Route 7.

22.2 Park and Ride.
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route description

The main roads north of Burlington are Interstate 89 and Rte.
7 but, with a few exceptions, Roads Less Traveled offers
country road riding. The western part of the route goes along
the Lamoille River with its hydro electric plants and home for
the UVM crew training center. The dam at the north end of the
village of Milton creates Arrowhead Lake which feeds water to
the power plant on the opposite side of Rt.7. The spray from
the spillway can be refreshing on a hot day if the wind is right
or chilling on a cool day.

A brief excursion among the side streets in Milton will reveal
architecture which documents the town’s historic past. The
Town of Colchester is one of the fastest growing regions in
Vermont but it is its historic center, as shown 100 years ago,
that is entered after the rolling farmland on the ride from
Milton. Admire the churches and homes in this area and get
some refreshment from a local store prior to returning to the
Park and Ride to end the trip.

Colchester Church/Colchester Historical Society

13



north of the big hills - 25.7 miles "

moderate
mile / — T
0.0 QO start: Go south from Richmond Town Park | Meuar S L e
over bridge. p 7 ]

0.3 R past the Round Church on Huntington Rd.
1.0 Straight up the hill on Huntington Rd.
2.4 Top of hill.
6.6 Huntington (store).
74 R on Hinesburg Hollow Rd.
12.5 R on Route 116 (store).
16.4 R on Mechanicsville Rd.
17.3 R on Richmond Rd.
23.2 R at Fays Corner on Hinesburg Rd.
24.7 L on Huntington Rd.
25.4 L at the Round Church on Bridge Rd.
25.7 Richmond Town Park.
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route description

The “big hills” for bicyclists in the area are the Green
mountain gaps and several of the popular ones are located
just south of this loop in Addison County. This route is,
however, challenging for the average bicyclist with several
long steady, but not to steep, climbs. After the long climb
out of Richmond, the Audubon Center and the Birds of
Vermont Museum can be found on the Sherman Hollow Rd.
on the right. Both facilities offer a way to enjoy the natural
environment of Vermont.

The towns of Richmond, Huntington and Hinesburg are

all different but each preserves the historical culture as it
emerges into the 21st century. It is easy to imagine that before
the age of paved roads and automobiles each of these places
was a community unto itself with a church and town hall as its
center of activity.

Old Round Church, Richmond/Andre Jenny



the lake champlain region at a glance

e Lake Champlain: 120 miles long, 12 miles wide,
580 miles of shoreline, and the most historic
body of fresh water in North America

e a 363-mile route around the entire Lake called
the "Champlain Bikeway"

e 1636 miles of theme loops ranging from
10 to 60 miles along a vast network of quiet
back roads

e Adirondack Mountains to the west—Green
Mountains to the east

e Taconic Mountains to the south—Richelieu River
to the north

e agricultural landscapes, historic hamlets,
and picturesque villages

e gently rolling terrain to undeniably hilly

e scenic Lake crossings

by way of ferry system
museums, forts, and
historic attractions
within a few hours
drive from Boston,
Montreal, and New
York City

accessible via

plane, train, bus,

car, and, of course,
bicycle!

Lake Champlain/Gary Randorf

an interconnected, international network of

bicycle routes around Lake Champlain
in New York, Vermont and Quebec.



visitor information and bicycle services

If you are planning a bicycling trip to Chittenden County,
take advantage of the wealth of information that is available
through Local Motion, a non-profit organization promoting all
forms of non-motorized transportation: 802-652-2453, www.
localmotion.org and www.champlainbikeways.org

For information on where to eat and stay, call the Lake
Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce: 877-686-5253.
Check the website for listings and a calendar of things to do
in the area at www.vermont.org.

Bikes are available for rental, as well as repair, equipment
and amenities in Burlington, South Burlington, Richmond
and Winooski.

Church Street Marketplace, Burlington/Chapin Spencer



local attractions

Chittenden County, Vermont's northwest public transportation

entrance offers air, rail and bus service. Regional attractions include:

Parks Sites

Sand Bar State Park Shelburne Museum
Mount Philo State Park Shelburne Farms
Leddy Park ECHO

North Beach City Park Fleming Museum
Ethan Island Park Centennial Field
Red Rocks Park The Round Church
Battery Park Monitor Barns
Oakledge Park Overlook Park

Antique car show at Shelburne Museum, Shelburne/Andre Jenny

for more information on bicycling
in chittenden county:

Local Motion and Lake Champlain Bikeways

1 Steele St. #103, Burlington, VT 05401,
800-652-2453, info@localmotion.org and
info@champlainbikeways.org

or visit

Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce
60 Main St., Burlington, VT 05401, 877-686-5253
vermont@vermont.org



making connections

Cyclists enjoying Chittenden County can explore other
cycling destinations through day trips.

The Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail winds its way through
26.4 miles of pastoral farm lands in Franklin County from
St. Albans east to Richford, paralleling the Missisquoi
River for much of its length. Visitor amenities are available
in St. Albans, Sheldon, Enosburg Falls, East Berkshire

and Richford. For more visitor information, contact the
Franklin County Regional Chamber of Commerce at
802-524-2444 or visit www.mvrailtrail.com.

Promoters of the Island Line Trail envision a trail
connecting downtown Burlington, the Champlain Islands’
orchards and vineyard, Quebec’s Valley of the Forts,

and Montreal. Currently, the trail includes 1.5 miles from
Martin Road to Lake Champlain in South Hero and 13
miles from Oakledge Park in Burlington to Causeway
Park in Colchester. The trail segments are linked on
August weekends when a bicycle ferry operates across
“The Cut”. For more information, contact Local Motion at
802-652-2453.

The Stowe Bike Path is an internationally recognized

5.5 mile greenway with numerous picnic and swimming
areas. The path is open for bicycling, hiking, strolling and
skiing 365 days a year. The paved trail starts in Stowe
Village, next to the Stowe Congregational Church. It winds
its way through woods and meadows and crosses the
West Branch River 11 times on arched wooden bridges.
Numerous shops, lodges, and restaurants are accessible
from the path. For information and a map, visit www.
stowevillage.com/BikePath/index.

Connect with La Route Verte (the Green Route), Canada’s
4,000-kilometer bicycle network from the Richford
customs station on Route 139. This portion of the route
features a hint of New England, many of the best inns

in the county, menus that are tasteful as they are tasty,
enchanting villages, vineyards that produce increasingly
notable wines and irresistibly charming country roads.

La Route Verte can also be reached by crossing the
Missisquoi Bay Bridge on Route 78 in Swanton and
heading west to the Rouses Point, NY custom station.

19



safety guidelines

Scenic roads are traveled by both motorists and bicyclists. Use extra cau-
tion on sections of narrow, winding or unpaved roadway. Bicycle routes
do not indicate a level of safety. As a bicyclist, follow traffic laws and ride
in a safe and controlled manner. Bicycles are considered vehicles by law
and have the right to use public roads. You are ultimately responsible for
operating your bicycle under all conditions.

when cycling, please follow these guidelines:
source: Mad about Cycling

WEAR A HELMET.
Ride with the flow of traffic.
When using travel lanes, follow motor vehicle laws.
Obey all traffic signs and signals. Do not cut corners.
Use clear hand signals when making turns or stopping.
Ride in a straight line at least 3 feet from parked cars or curbs.
If you must ride at night, use lights and reflectors.
Ride defensively! Be aware of motorists’ actions.
Be aware of train tracks and other road conditions.
Ride single file.

. Carry items in panniers or a handle-bar pack.
Wear cycling gloves.
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Cyclists touring the Champlain Bikeway/Gary Randorf



about lake champlain bikeways

Lake Champlain Bikeways promotes bicycling
throughout the Lake Champlain regions of New York,
Vermont and Québec for the purposes of increasing
opportunities for bicycle recreation and transportation,
improving the quality of life, enhancing the economic
vitality, advocating for sustainable communities,
encouraging healthy lifestyles and raising public
awareness and appreciation of inherent scenic, historic,
cultural, natural, and recreational resources throughout
the area.

A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, Bikeways depends
on contributions from individuals, businesses and
organizations to carry out our mission. We are proud
to be able to provide helpful information and brochures
for cyclists who come to the Champlain Valley to enjoy
our beautiful countryside, vistas and hospitality. We
currently provide this information at no charge when

requested through our Clearinghouse at www.
champlainbikeways.org. If we are to continue to
provide this service and pursue our other goals of
encouraging bicycling in the basin, we need the
support of like-minded bicyclists.

Be a part of the movement! Please contribute
via credit card at PayPal.com (payable to “join@
champlainbikeways.org"), or send your check

to: Lake Champlain Bikeways, c/o Local Motion
Trailside Center, 1 Steele Street #103, Burlington,
VT 05401. Your donation is tax deductible.

A variety of Lake Champlain Bikeways

publications, as well as other regional bicycling
information, is available through our web site

at www.champlainbikeways.org or by phone at 21
802-652-BIKE (2453).
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