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Syn o p s is : 

To d a y’s  Swe e t Po n d  is  in  th e  Ke e ts  Bro o k wa te rs h e d , trib u ta ry to  Co u c h  Bro o k 
a n d  Fa ll Bro o k, a n d  u ltim a te ly th e  Kwe n ite kw (Co n n e c tic u t Rive r) . Th e s e  
wa te rwa ys  p ro vid e  s e c o n d a ry a c c e s s  to  th e  m e d ic in e  s p rin g  a n d  th e  e a s t-
we s t Wa n a s ka te kw tra il, fro m  Kc h i Ôwd i, th e  p rim a ry tra il n o rth  fro m  
Ms kwa m a ko k/ Gre a t Fa lls , a  s ig n ific a n t fis h in g  p la c e . Bo u n tifu l u p la n d  h u n tin g  
a n d  p la n t g a th e rin g  is  a va ila b le  a lo n g  th e s e  c o n n e c tin g  in te rio r p a th wa ys  in  
th e  lo w h ills . 

Fu ll n a rra tive : 
Swe e t Po n d  is , fo r th e  m o s t p a rt, n o t a  n a tu ra l p o n d  -  it  is  a n  im p o u n d m e n t o f 
Ke e ts  Bro o k, c re a te d  s o m e tim e  b e fo re  180 0  b y Na th a n  Mille tt, a n d  u s e d  a s  a  
m ill p o n d  s u b s e q u e n tly. Th e re  m a y h a ve  b e e n  a  m u c h  s m a lle r n a tu ra l p o n d  
b e fo re  th e  d a m  wa s  b u ilt, it 's  h a rd  to  s a y... th e  e le va tio n  c h a n g e s  a re  s u b tle  s o  
it  m a y h a ve  b e e n  m o re  o f a  s wa m p  o r, m o re  like ly, a  b e a ve r p o n d .  

Ea rly s e ttle rs  o rig in a lly c a lle d  it  Sp ic e r Po n d . I b e lie ve  th is  wa s  in  trib u te  to  
Da n ie l Sp ic e r o f n e a rb y Be rn a rd s to n , MA wh o  wa s  kille d  n e a rb y in  178 4  o n  
Be ld e n  Hill in  th e  Yo rke r (Gu ilfo rd  wa s  p rim a rily To ry- a llie d )  vs  Ve rm o n t 
Re p u b lic  skirm is h e s , wh ic h  b e c a m e  q u ite  vio le n t in  th e s e  p a rts . Eth a n  Alle n  
d id n 't h e lp  th in g s . Th e  n a m e  Swe e t Po n d  is  m u c h  m o re  re c e n t, fro m  a  fa m ily 
th a t o wn e d  a  s u m m e r p la c e  a d ja c e n t to  th e  Po n d  fro m  1928  o n wa rd .  

Ke e ts  Bro o k flo ws  in to  Co u c h  Bro o k, wh ic h  flo ws  in to  Fa ll Bro o k, a  trib u ta ry o f 
th e  Kwe n ite kw -  m e e tin g  it im m e d ia te ly b e lo w th e  Gre a t Fa lls  a t 
Pe s ke o m p s ku t/ Ms kwa m a ko k ( to d a y's  Tu rn e rs  Fa lls , MA) .  In  te rm s  o f Ab e n a ki 
u s a g e , Fa ll Bro o k p a ra lle ls  VT Rt. 5  ( a n d  th e  Kwe n ite kw)  fo r a  fe w m ile s  flo win g  
fro m  d u e  n o rth  in  to d a y's  Ve rm o n t. Wh a t is  n o w Rt. 5  is  kn o wn  to  h a ve  b e e n  a  



p rim a ry N/ S Na tive  tra il -  it  wa s  u s e d  b y th e  Fre n c h  a n d  Na tive  fo rc e s  a s  th e y 
a p p ro a c h e d  a n d  re tre a te d  fro m  th e  we ll- kn o wn  170 4  De e rfie ld  Ra id . Th e  Gre a t 
Fa lls , o f c o u rs e , wa s  a  tre m e n d o u s ly s ig n ific a n t g a th e rin g  p la c e  fo r Ab e n a ki 
a n d  th e ir kin , th u s  ta rg e te d  with  its  o wn  sh a re  o f m is e ry, a t th e  16 76  Ma s s a c re  
wh e n  30 0  n a tive  p e o p le  we re  kille d  b y c o lo n is ts  u n d e r Ca p t. Tu rn e r. 

As  m e n tio n e d , Co u c h  Bro o k s p lits  o ff Fa ll Bro o k, flo win g  fro m  Gu ilfo rd  in  
th e   n o rth we s t th ro u g h  a  n a rro w p a s s a g e  a n d  Ke e ts  Bro o k ( th u s  Swe e t Po n d )  
is  a  trib u ta ry o f Co u c h . It is  m y e s tim a tio n  th a t Co u c h  a n d  Ke e ts  wo u ld  h a ve  
b e e n  a  s u b - tra il, a llo win g  o th e rwis e - re s tric te d  a c c e s s  in to  th e  in te rio r a n d  
m e e tin g  with  a n o th e r m a in  E/ W tra il a lo n g  Bro a d  Bro o k, in  to d a y’s  Gu ilfo rd  
Ce n te r. Th e re  is  a  we ll- kn o wn  m in e ra l s p rin g  th e re  a ls o . Th is  Bro a d  Bro o k tra il 
wa s  a  p a rt o f th e  firs t Britis h - u tilize d  p a th  in  Ve rm o n t, wh a t wa s  c a lle d  th e  
Sc o u t Pa th  (c irc a  1724  o n wa rd )  th a t ra n  fro m  Fo rt Du m m e r in  Bra ttle b o ro  to  
Fo rt Mo rris o n  in  Co lra in , MA. Th is  wa s  th e  Britis h  c o lo n ia l fro n tie r. Ab o ve  it wa s  
n o - m a n 's  la n d  -  Ab e n a ki c o u n try. 

My c o n c lu s io n : th e re  is  n o  kn o wn  Ab e n a ki n a m e  fo r th e  p o n d  its e lf, a s  it  m o s t 
like ly d id  n o t e xis t p re - Co n ta c t. Ho we ve r, it  wo u ld  b e  a p p ro p ria te  if a n y s u c h  
n e w s ig n  m a d e  s o m e  wo rth wh ile  m e n tio n  o f th e  Na tive  c o n te xt th e re . I will 
a d d  th e  o b s e rva tio n  th a t Ab e n a ki n a m in g  p ra c tic e s  a re  n o t n e c e s s a rily 
p in p o in tin g  a  b o u n d e d  s p o t, a s  En g lis h / We s te rn  c o n ve n tio n s  d o ... tit  fo r ta t. 
Th e y te n d  m o re  to wa rd  c o n te xt, a n  a re a  o r la n d sc a p e  th a t is  s e e n  in  
re la tio n s h ip  to  wh a t is  h a p p e n in g  th e re , i.e . n a tu ra l fe a tu re s , c u ltu ra l u s a g e s . 
So , d e s c rib in g  th e  Swe e t Po n d  a re a  in  te rm s  o f its  fa m ilia rity to  th e  lo c a l 
Ab e n a ki is  c o m p le te ly in  th e  s p irit  o f H.8 80 .  

 
 


